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2010 again saw the backwaters much as we have come to expect, nothing 
much changes, the over wintering birds were in good numbers, fluctuating with the 
weather conditions, numbers were very good but didn’t break any records.  The 
increase of raptor numbers reported over the last couple of years has stayed the same 
but we have also seen a return of more Hen Harriers in the winter just passed. 
  The Black Headed Gulls had a good breeding season this year and again we 
were able to ring a good number, the Large Gulls also came back and the Wildfowlers 
organised the egg pricking which is starting to show a marked effect in a decline in 
numbers. This is very noticeable in Herring Gulls more so than the Lesser Black 
Backs at the moment but I am sure as we carry on the same will be seen with those. 
 The Little Terns returned slightly earlier this year and numbers were slightly up on 
last year, they nested successfully on the Horsey sand and produced a good number of 
young. The sand by the barges is continuing to be a very important nest site not only 
for the Little Terns but also for the Common Terns whose numbers increased this 
year, Avocets, Oystercatchers, Ring Plovers, some Black Headed Gulls and Lapwings 
again making good use of it. The Walton Wildfowlers have placed a raft in the lagoon 
on Stone Point and this has immediately been used by 4 pairs of Common Terns that 
have successfully raised young. There are plans to add another raft which if it is 
adopted in the same way will be a real plus for the Terns. 

The Barn Owls around the Backwaters had a much better year with 29 young 
being rung. The habitat on Bramble Island is showing its importance for the Owls 
with 3 pairs having broods again this year. 

The Seals had another good breeding year and numbers were over the 100 
again, however the pups did not fair very well with a number found dead, also one 
adult and 4 being uplifted by Tony Haggis and sent away for treatment. I was called 
out to a number of pups on the beaches during the summer / autumn and sent 5 away 
to the RSPCA. We had our solitary Grey Seal pup again at Christmas this year, it was 
born on the North Shore of Horsey Island. 

We had a lot of foreign visitors mainly Dutch, German and French. The 
number of local boats were about the same but there is a noticeable increase in the 
number and frequency of canoes using the area, most of these are fine. Tony Haggis 
and myself had to speak to a few that were hauling out in sensitive areas and causing 
unnecessary disturbance to nesting birds and the seals. 

This year we were kept busy by vessels breaking down and needing assistance 
back to the marina and also a few that ran aground in the normal areas and needed 
assistance to refloat. 
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