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BUMBLE BEES
Bumble bees are extremely valuable insects/ They pollinate
many flowers, fruit and vegetables that honeybees cannot.
They do not swarm.
Bumble bees are not kept in hives the queen hibernates over
Winter then will then find a suitable area for nesting. They are
most likely to nest in holes in the ground, old boxes, under
patio stones and other dry sheltered places.
If you find a nest, you should try not to disturb it. Most small
nests are only active between April and September and then
become derelict. If the area is where people are likely to
visit– try placing a large clay pot over the nest with drainage
holes.

MASONRY BEES
Masonry—or mortar bees do not nest in a colony, but within individual holes in the ground, walls in mortar joints, soft bricks and
stones. The do not seriously damage buildings, but utilise preexisting holes. You can help entice bees away from the walls etc by
providing a nesting box attached to the wall.
Only the females sting and this is very rare– unless provoked.
WASPS
All wasps have a reputation for stinging, however only female
wasps can sting.

HONEY BEES

Nests are normally found in cavities in trees, walls or buildings,
they will also nest in roof spaces. In autumn all wasps dies with the
exception of the new queens that hibernate and emerge to build
new nests the next year. Old nests are not re-colonised although
the following year a new nest may be established next to it.

Honey bees are kept by beekeepers but can also live in the
wild. They are always found in colonies and cannot survive
on their own. Honeybees survive over winter and are headed
by a queen.

Wasp nest can be treated if they are causing problems. This can
be done by purchasing an insecticidal dust and placing it at the entrance of the nest, preferably after dusk when the wasps have returned to the nest and are less active.

Honeybees will swarm and the noise can be alarming, but the
danger is not very great. If you see a swarm you should contact a local beekeeper and ask them to collect the bees.

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO IF YOU FIND A NEST

Bumble bees are relatively harmless and do not sting unless
under threat.

Honeybees produce honey and beeswax.
Honeybees will sting , especially if you venture too close to
their hive.
SOLITARY BEES
Solitary bees resemble honeybees but do not live in colonies.
They are harmless and do not swarm







Try to disturb the nest as little as possible
If the nest is causing you problems, either try and treat the nest
carefully (for wasps) or speak to a beekeeper
If the nest is on public land– try to find out who owns it, and
speak to them (Parish council, County Council etc)
Honey bees and bumble bees are not treated as pests, unless
there is a definite risk to public health.
Contact pest control for advice on 01255 433999

