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REQUEST  

I write to request details of council arts under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

 

Under the section Heritage Assets in your annual statement of accounts, there is mention of arts 

and artefacts which are not usually referred to in the local list, or accounted for due to the cost of 

obtaining specific expert valuations. 

 

I would like to receive the following: 

 

A) An itemised breakdown of the art and artefacts owned by the council- with necessary details 

such as artist/maker. 

B) A list of art and artefacts acquired by the council since 2010 with an indication of whether it was 

a donation, or if purchased, please include the price paid. 

C) A list of art and artefacts the council has sold since 2010, with the sold price and an indication of 

the purchaser i.e. overseas/domestic private collector, museum, etc.  

 

Under A, whilst I appreciate the exact values may be unknown as the cost of expert advice may be 

considered an unnecessary expense in the current climate, could you please include the insurance 

value of the items. If an individual breakdown isn't possible, an estimate of the insurance value of 

the whole collection would be acceptable. 

 

Again, I am only interested in arts and artefacts, not buildings or other locations to be included in a 

local list.  

 

RESPONSE 

Further to your FOI request in respect of the Council’s Heritage Assets, our Financial Services 

Section have provided the following information:- 

The only figure we report on our balance sheet is for the Clacton Queen steam roller. This is 

carried at insurance valuation, it is reviewed annually but the valuation has not changed since 2011 

when it was first recognised as heritage (because that was when that financial reporting standard 

came in). The gross valuation is £35,000. It is being depreciated over 10 years using straight line 

and the net book value is now £28,000. Prior to 2011 it was valued at historic cost, which was 

£11,337.50. It was bought in 1995 for £5,000 & then rebuilt (which presumably accounts for the 

extra £6337.50).  After researching its history it appears it was built in 1922 by Richard Garrett & 

Sons. 

We also have the Leading Lights at Harwich, the Harwich Crane and The Redoubt at Harwich, but 

they are not listed on the face of the balance sheet because their value is so low – they are each 

carried at £1 for building & £1 for land. All have been held for a very long period. 

No heritage assets have been either acquired or sold since 2010. 


