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REQUEST 

As you know when I worked at TDC I was passionate about Inequality and especially health 

inequality in the district. In fact I spent many evenings, in my own time, speaking to local residents 

about what could be done to reduce inequalities in Tendring. 

Recently I have become concerned about the number of food banks that are opening in the East of 

England and in particular about the number that are having to open in TDC area. I do this because 

food along with shelter is one of the prime necessities for security for people. 

I have contacted both of the local MP's for the Tendring area about this matter but they appear 

unconcerned and cannot even be bothered to respond to my requests about the growth of food 

banks in the area. 

Sadly I also note from the TDC website that certain Cabinet members are supporting food banks 

locally almost as if they are an accepted part of the current structure of society. This I find very 

disturbing and would enquire, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act, what steps 

have been and are being taken by the Tendring District Council to encourage the government to 

reconsider their policies that make food banks a necessary evil of today's society. 

RESPONSE 

Further to your FOI request submitted on 12 May 2014, the only comments I can make in respect 

of food banks in the Tendring District is that one of our Officers is on the Clacton Food Bank 

Steering Group which is headed up by Salvation Army (SA) Clacton which is run under the Trussell 

Trust ‘umbrella’.  Salvation Army took the view that using the Trussell Trust model was the most 

effective way to deliver food bank provision in the Clacton area as it provides the ability to track the 

demographic of users, frequency and other stats which support SA in making sure the food bank is 

being operated effectively. 

Tesco are the main sponsor of Trussell nationally, so locally Tesco’s have collection weekends 

where they match 30% pf the value donated, in addition they have a fixed point for donations all 

year which again is monitored and managed effectively when a full trolley is emptied on average 

twice a week. 

TDC are supporting and engaging with  the Clacton Food Bank (we have given them storage 

space, fixtures and fittings etc and other help) we know that SA are able to lobby with the 

information they generate from the stats provided through Trussell Trust should they wish to do so. 


