
FOI 127/2017 

REQUEST  

1. How many households, affected by the benefit cap, are now receiving 50p a week 
in housing benefit? 

2. How many households (from question 1) would have their benefits reduced further 
if the cap could be applied to other types of benefits, as well as housing benefit? 

3. How many of the households (from question 1) were affected by the £26,000 cap? 
4. How many of the households (from question 1) were receiving 50p a week housing 

benefit as a result of the £26,000 cap and would have their benefits reduced further 
if the cap could be applied to other types of benefits, as well as housing benefit? 

5. What is the average amount a household, which is currently receiving 50p a week 
in housing benefit, stands to lose once they move over to Universal Credit if they 
are over the threshold of the cap? 

6. In total, how much less will be given each week in benefits to households in the 
area which are currently receiving 50p housing benefit when they are all moved 
over to universal credit and the cap can be fully applied? 

7. What is the average amount of housing benefit reduction faced by the households 
who are now receiving 50p a week housing benefit and should have more taken 
from them if the cap could be applied to other benefits? 

RESPONSE 

1. 18 
2. To our knowledge possibly all 18. Unless the cap actually gives exactly 50p per week 

entitlement 
3. 15 
4. We no longer hold data for the £26,000 cap. 50p is the minimum housing benefit 

entitlement we pay to benefit cap claimants.   
5. To our knowledge the same cap would apply as it is only the housing element that is 

capped, the same as Housing Benefit. For clarification you would need to contact the 
Department for Work and Pensions (DWP).  

6. To our knowledge the cap is not fully applied but you would need to clarify this with 
Universal Credit  -DWP. Each household would need to be looked at individually as 
all have different income amounts so would be over the cap amount by different 
amounts. Therefore could not give this information at this time.  

7. Average reduction of £176.24 
 


