
CORPORATE – 19/13 
 
REQUEST 
 
Please could you let me know: 
 
1. The council policy or constitution regarding what legal action council funds can be used to 
pursue. I would expect this to cover details such as who the claimants can be, any limits on 
funding, whose agreement is needed before action can commence and so on. Please also tell me 
when the policy was put in place. 
 
2. How much has the council spent on legal fees in each of the financial years 2012/13 (to the end 
of January 2013), 2011/12 and 2010/11? 
 
3. Of these totals, how much has the council spent on legal fees in cases involving alleged libel, 
slander or other defamation against the council or individual members of staff or officers of the 
council? 
 
4. How many of these cases were there in each year? 
 
5. Who was allegedly defamed, and how much was spent in each case? 
 
RESPONSE 
 
1. The council policy or constitution regarding what legal action council funds can be used 
to pursue. I would expect this to cover details such as who the claimants can be, any limits 
on funding, whose agreement is needed before action can commence and so on. Please 
also tell me when the policy was put in place. 
 
The Council’s Constitution (Part 2- Articles) Article 14 deals with legal proceedings:- 

14.03 Legal Proceedings  
Department Heads (in consultation with the Head of Resource Management) are authorised to  
institute, defend or participate in any legal proceedings in any case where such action is necessary  
to give effect to decisions of the Council, or in any case where they consider that such action is  
necessary to protect the Council’s interests.  
 
2. How much has the council spent on legal fees in each of the financial years 2012/13 (to 
the end of January 2013), 2011/12 and 2010/11? 
 
2012/13 (to end of January 13)          2011/12                                   2010/11 
 
£161,810.66                                        £226,693.24                            £258,460.61 
 
3. Of these totals, how much has the council spent on legal fees in cases involving alleged 
libel, slander or other defamation against the council or individual members of staff or 
officers of the council? 
 
Nil 
 
4. How many of these cases were there in each year? 
 
N/A 
 
5. Who was allegedly defamed, and how much was spent in each case? 
 
N/A 


