
COUNCIL TAX COMMITTEE

21 FEBRUARY 2013
REPORT OF CORPORATE DIRECTOR (CORPORATE SERVICES)
A.1  FORMAL CONFIRMATION OF Council TAX AMOUNTS for 2013/14 FOLLOWING THE notification of the PRECEPTS FROM THE MAJOR PRECEPTING AUTHORITIES
(Report prepared by Richard Barrett)

PART 1 – KEY INFORMATION

	PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

	To set out and seek confirmation of the final Council Tax amounts for 2013/14 including the precepts issued for 2013/14 by Essex County Council, Essex Police and Essex Fire Authority.



	EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

	At its meeting on the 12 February 2013, Council considered the Executive’s Budget and Council Tax proposals for 2013/14 and as part of this process the Council Tax for District and Parish / Town Council Services was approved. 

Once the precepts are received from the major precepting authorities, the Council Tax Committee has the delegated responsibility to agree the total Council Tax for 2013/14. The total Council Tax for the year is made up of the District and Parish / Town Council amounts approved by Council on 12 February 2013 and the corresponding amounts agreed by the major precepting authorities. Legislation requires this formal confirmation even though the process is dictated by legislative formulae and there is no actual judgement or choice to be made. 

The precepts from the major precepting authorities for 2013/14 result in the final Council Tax amounts, as set out in Appendix C, for formal confirmation by the Committee. 



	RECOMMENDATION(S)

	(a) That the precepts issued by Essex County Council, Essex Police and Essex Fire Authority set out in Appendix A attached to this report are noted.
(b) That the amounts of Council Tax for 2013/14 shown at Appendix C for each of the categories of dwellings are confirmed.




PART 2 – SUPPORTING INFORMATION

	CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL TAX AMOUNTS 2013/14 - AGGREGATION OF PRECEPTS

	Although the calculation of the Council’s Council Tax Requirement is a function of the full Council and may not be delegated, the final confirmation of the Council Tax amounts is delegated to the Council Tax Committee. Legislation requires this formal confirmation even though the process is dictated by legislative formulae and there is no actual judgement or choice to be made. 

In respect of the Council Tax for District and Parish / Town Councils’ Services for 2013/14, these were approved by Full Council on 12 February 2013 and are set out in Appendix B.
The Council Tax amounts expressed as Council Tax Band D equivalents for each of the major precepting authorities are as follows:

Precepting Authority

Council Tax Amount

Increase

Essex County Council

£1,086.75

0%

Essex Fire Authority

£66.42

0%

Essex Police 

£141.48
3.5%
At the time of printing, the precept from the Essex Fire Authority had not been confirmed although it is understood that a 0% increase in their element of the Council Tax is proposed. However should the final precept confirmed by the Essex Fire Authority differ to the assumed amount above, then the Committee will be provided with updated appendices directly at their meeting on 21 February 2013.

When added to the amounts relating to the District and Parish / Town Council Services as approved by Council on 12 February 2013, the average Band D Tax totals £1,472.59 for 2013/14. Appendix A sets out the full precept details.

Appendix C sets out for confirmation the 2013/14 Council Tax amounts including the precepts from the major precepting authorities by property band for the unparished and parished areas of the district.




	BACKGROUND PAPERS FOR THE DECISION

	None


	APPENDICES

	Appendix A -  Precepts on the Council’s Collection Fund
Appendix B - Council Tax for District and Parish / Town Council Services 2013/14 (as approved by Council on 12 February 2013)
Appendix C - Council Tax for County, Fire, Police, District and Parish / Town Council Services 2013/2014



