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Petitions Overview of process

The Head of Service will
write to the petitioner
detailing why the petition
has not been accepted

The Chief
»  Executive will | -Not accepted»|
report to Cabinet

The council welcomes petitions and recognises that petitions are one Petition received
way in which people can let us know their concerns. All petitions sent

or personally delivered to the council will receive an acknowledge-

T
Accepted

ment of receipt from the council within 5 working days.

The Head of Service will
respond detailing what
action will be taken

We will treat something as a petition if it is identified as being a
petition, or if it seems to us that it is intended to be a petition.

Petitions can be sent to:

Asenior officer will give
evidence at a public
meeting of the relevant
Overview and Scrutiny
Committee

Chief Executive
Tendring District Council
Town Hall

Station Road
Clacton on Sea
CO15 1SE The petition will be

considered by Full
Council

Or be created, signed and submitted online by following this link
www.tendringdc.gov.uk

Petitions can also be personally delivered to a meeting of the council,
dates and times can be found here.

If you would like to personally deliver your petition to the council, or
would like your councillor or someone else to present it on your behalf,
please contact lan Ford 01255 686584 at least 10 working days before
the meeting and he will talk you through the process.

If your petition has received 1400 signatures or more it will also be
scheduled for a council debate (link to full Council debates section)
and if this is the case we will let you know whether this will happen at
the same meeting or a later meeting of the council.



http://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/TendringDC�
http://comad.tendringdc.gov.uk/�

What are the guidelines for submitting a petition?

Petitions submitted to the council must include:

e aclear and concise statement covering the subject of the petition. It should state what action the petitioners wish
the council to take
« the name and address and signature of any person supporting the petition.

Petitions should be accompanied by contact details, including an address, for the petition organiser. This is the person
we will contact to explain how we will respond to the petition. The contact details of the petition organiser will not be
placed on the website. If the petition does not identify a petition organiser, we will contact the first signatory to the petition
to agree who should act as the petition organiser.

Cabinet will consider all petitions to determine whether they
should be accepted. Vexatious, abusive or otherwise /4
inappropriate petitions will not be accepted.

In the period immediately before an election or referendum we
may need to deal with your petition differently — if this is the
case we will explain the reasons and discuss the revised time-
scale which will apply.

If a petition does not follow the requirements set out above,
the council may decide not to do anything further with it. In
that case, we will write to you to explain the reasons.



What will the council do when it receives my petition?

Once the petition has been accepted by Cabinet we will notify the petition organiser by letter letting them know what we
plan to do with the petition and when they can expect to hear from us again. Details will also be published on our
website.

If we can do what your petition asks for, the letter may confirm that we have taken the action requested and the petition
will be closed. If the petition has enough signatures to trigger a council debate, or a senior officer giving evidence, then
the letter will confirm this and tell you when and where the meeting will take place. If the petition needs more
investigation, we will tell you the steps we plan to take.

Where the petition applies to a planning or licensing application, is a statutory petition (for example requesting a
referendum on having an elected mayor), or on a matter where there is already an existing right of appeal, such as
council tax banding and non-domestic rates, the provisions of this scheme will not be followed as other procedures
apply. Further information on all these procedures and how you can express your views is available here

Planning

Licensing
Council Tax

Non domestic rates

We will not take action on any petition which we consider to be vexatious, abusive or otherwise inappropriate and will
explain the reasons for this in writing.

To ensure that people know what we are doing in response to the petitions we receive the details of all the petitions
submitted to us will be published on our website, except in cases where this would be inappropriate. Whenever possible
we will also publish all correspondence relating to the petition (all personal details will be removed).


http://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/TendringDC/Environment/Planning+and+Buildings/Planappeals.htm�
http://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/TendringDC/Business/Licensing�
http://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/TendringDC/Council/Council+Tax/counciltax.htm�
http://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/TendringDC/Business/Business+Rates�

How will the council respond to petitions?

Our response to a valid petition will depend on what a petition asks for and how many people have signed it, and may
include one or more of the following:

taking the action requested in the petition

considering the petition at a council meeting

holding an inquiry into the matter

undertaking research into the matter

holding a public meeting

holding a consultation

holding a meeting with petitioners

referring the petition for consideration by one of the council’s overview and scrutiny committees*
calling a referendum

writing to the petition organiser setting out our views about the request in the petition

*Overview and scrutiny committees are committees of councillors who are responsible for scrutinising the work of the
council. Tendring District Council has three Overview and Scrutiny Committees which have the power to hold the
council’s decision makers to account.

In addition to these steps, the council will consider all the specific actions it can potentially take on the issues highlighted
in a petition. The table overleaf gives some general examples.

If your petition is about something over which the council has no direct control (for example the local hospital or railway)
we will consider making representations on behalf of the community to the relevant body. The council works with a large
number of local partners and where possible will work with these partners to respond to your petition. If we are not able
to do this for any reason (for example if what the petition calls for conflicts with council policy), then we will set out the
reasons for this to you. You can find more information on the services for which the council is responsible here.

If your petition is about something for which a different council has responsibility for we will give consideration to what
the best method is for responding to it. This might consist of simply forwarding the petition to the other council, but could
involve other steps. In any event we will always notify you of the action we have taken.


http://www.tendringlsp.co.uk/html/partners___links.htm�
http://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/TendringDC/Council/Council+Services/councilservices.htm�

Petition subject | Appropriate steps

Alcohol related crime | If your petition is about crime or disorder linked to alcohol consumption, the council will, among other measures,
and disorder consider the case for placing restrictions on public drinking in the area by establishing a designated public place
order. The council’s response to your petition will set out the steps we intend to take and the reasons for taking this
approach.

Anti-social behaviour | As the elected representatives of your local area, as social landlord and licensing authority, the council plays a
(ASB) significant role to play in tackling anti-social behaviour. The council, in conjunction with our partners in the local
crime and disorder partnership have set out minimum service standards for responding to issues of anti-social
behaviour, you can find more details about these standards here.

When responding to petitions on ASB, we will consider in consultation with our local partners, all the options
available to us including the wide range of powers and mechanisms we have to intervene as part of our role as
social landlord and licensing authority. For example, we will work with the neighbourhood policing team in the
affected area to identify what action might be taken including what role CCTV might play, consider identifying a
dedicated contact within the council to liaise with the community and neighbourhood partners on issues of ASB in
the area in question and, where appropriate, we will alert the crime and disorder reduction partnership and the
relevant overview and scrutiny committee to the issues highlighted in the petition.

Under-performing We will work with local health partners to consider the matter raised in the petition including, where appropriate,
health services exploring what role the Local Involvement Network (LINk) might have in reviewing and feeding back on the issue
(the LINK is run by local individuals and community groups and independently supported — their role to find out what
people want in terms of local health services, monitor those services and to use their powers to hold them to
account. The relevant overview and scrutiny committee will also be alerted to the petition and where the matter is
sufficiently or potentially serious, the issue will be referred to them to consider for review.

Under-performing We will work with Essex County Council to consider all the options available to secure improvements. The school
schools improvement partner will play a pivotal role, challenging and brokering support for poorly performing schools.
Measures available include issuing warning notices outlining expectations and timeframes for improvement,
appointing additional Governors or establishing an interim executive board.



http://tcdrp.co.uk/asb.htm�

Full council debates

If a petition contains more than 1,400 signatures it will be debated by the full council unless it is a petition asking for a
senior council officer to give evidence at a public meeting. This means that the issue raised in the petition will be
discussed at a meeting which all councillors can attend.

The council will endeavour to consider the petition at its next ordinary meeting, although on some occasions this may not
be possible and consideration will then take place at the following meeting. The petition organiser will be given five
minutes to present the petition at the meeting and the petition will then be discussed by councillors for a maximum of 15
minutes. The council will decide how to respond to the petition at this meeting. They may decide to take the action the
petition requests, not to take the action requested for reasons put forward in the debate, or to commission further
investigation into the matter, for example by a relevant committee.

Where the issue is one on which the council executive are required to make the final decision, the council will decide
whether to make recommendations to inform that decision. The petition organiser will receive written confirmation of this
decision. This confirmation will also be published on our website.

Officer evidence

Your petition may ask for a senior council officer to give evidence at a public meeting about something for which the
officer is responsible as part of their job. For example, your petition may ask a senior council officer to explain progress
on an issue, or to explain the advice given to elected members to enable them to make a particular decision.

If your petition contains at least 700 signatures, the relevant senior officer will give evidence at a public meeting of the
council’s overview and scrutiny committee. You should be aware that the overview and scrutiny committee may decide
that it would be more appropriate for another officer to give evidence instead of any officer named in the petition — for
instance if the named officer has changed jobs. The committee may also decide to call the relevant councillor to attend
the meeting.

Committee members will ask the questions at this meeting, but you will be able to suggest questions to the chair of the
committee by contacting lan Ford on 01255 686584 up to five working days before the meeting.



E-Petitioning

The council welcomes e-petitions which are created and submitted through our website. E-petitions must follow the same guide-
lines as paper petitions. (Link to paper petition guidelines)

The petition organiser will need to provide us with their name, postal address and email address. You will also need to decide how
long you would like your petition to be open for signatures. Most petitions run for six months, but you can choose a shorter or
longer timeframe, up to a maximum of 12 months.

When you create an e-petition, it may take five working days before it is published online. This is because we have to check that
the content of your petition is suitable before it is made available for signature. If we feel we cannot publish your petition for some
reason, we will contact you within this time to explain. You will be able to change and resubmit your petition if you wish. If you do
not do this within 10 working days, a summary of the petition and the reason why it has not been accepted will be published under
the ‘rejected petitions’ section of the website.

When an e-petition has closed for signature, it will automatically be submitted to the Chief Executive. In the same way as a paper
petition and you will receive an acknowledgement letter. If you would like to personally deliver your e-petition to a meeting of the
council, please contact lan Ford 01255 686584 within 10 working days of receipt of the acknowledgement.

A petition acknowledgement and response will be emailed to everyone who has signed the e-petition and elected to receive this
information. The acknowledgment and response will also be published on the Council’s Website.

How do | sign an E-Petition

You can see all the e-petitions currently available for signature here [website].

When you sign an e-petition you will be asked to provide your name, your postcode and a valid email address. When you have
submitted this information you will be sent an email to the email address you have provided. This email will include a link which
you must click on in order to confirm the email address is valid. Once this step is complete your ‘signature’ will be added to the
petition. People visiting the e-petition will be able to see your name in the list of those who have signed it but your contact details
will not be visible.


http://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/TendringDC�
http://www.tendringdc.gov.uk/TendringDC�

What can | do if | feel my petition has not been dealt with properly?

If you feel that we have not dealt with your petition properly, the petition organiser has the right to request that the
council’s overview and scrutiny committee review the steps that the council has taken in response to your petition. It is
helpful to everyone, and can improve the prospects for a review if the petition organiser gives a short explanation of the
reasons why the council’s response is not considered to be adequate.

The committee will endeavour to consider your request at its next meeting, although on some occasions this may not be
possible and consideration will take place at the following meeting. Should the committee determine we have not dealt
with your petition adequately, it may use any of its powers to deal with the matter. These powers include instigating an
investigation, making recommendations to the council executive and arranging for the matter to be considered at a
meeting of the full council.

Once the appeal has been considered the petition organiser will be informed of the results within five working days. The
results of the review will also be published on our website




	Petitions

	Overview of process

	What are the guidelines for submitting a petition?

	What will the council do when it receives my petition?

	How will the council respond to petitions?

	Full council debates

	Officer evidence

	E-Petitioning

	How do I sign an E-Petition

	What can I do if I feel my petition has not been dealt with properly?



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



