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Question and Answers Session - Notes
Mr R Barrett, Deputy Head of Financial Services, gave a Presentation on the Council Tax and Budget Setting Processes.  As a consequence, a Questions and Answers Session was held.  A Summary of the session is listed below: 
	Name

	Question
	Answer

	Brian Thomasson
Community Voluntary Services Tendring
	The opportunity for people to swim free has been mentioned. What about non-swimmers? Will there be a period of free gym usage?

	Cllr. D Lines 
Council Leisure Centres don’t make money. Part of the battle is to get people through the door and the Lifestyles refurbishment has contributed to this. We are working with the PCT to pilot some schemes to get people into leisure centres and it is hoped to be able to expand this scheme. 

	J Hewes-Gardner
Shopmobility
	Why is the free swimming scheme limited at 16 years of age? There are students who would benefit who are beyond this age.
	Cllr. D Lines 
The free swimming programme is a national scheme introduced by Government which we have embraced wholeheartedly and implemented until 2011. We are aware that we might have to fund the scheme then but at the moment we are proceeding in line with the Government scheme.
(NB The free swimming programme starts from 1st April 2009)

	Sylvia Hobbs

Jaywick and Tudor Residents Association
	With regard to Jaywick things to be stagnant. When will action be taken? When will the residents in Jaywick be made aware of what is going on? 
	Cllr. D Lines 

Since March there has been a focus on political leadership with the Jaywick Strategic Leadership Group being chaired by County Councillor Stephen Castle and David Lines as vice chair. Wouldn’t agree that things are stagnant. The focus has been on reviewing what needs to be done but it is acknowledged that it is fundamental to inform and involve residents. This has been done informally at the moment. In a month or so it is hoped to commence real consultation and residents should start to see positive moves and more engagement. 


	Brian Thomasson

Community Voluntary Services Tendring
	What is the cost of concessionary fares? I have heard different figures quoted.
It was reported in the minutes from last year’s meeting that Holland-on-Sea no longer had a Residents Association.
	Cllr. D Lines 
Concessionary fares has been a moving feast.
K Neath 
Tendring District Council’s contribution to the scheme for 2008/09 is £1.9m. We get £0.4m support from Government.
Cllr. D Lines 

I responded last year that the Holland-on-Sea Residents Association had two candidates returned to the Local Elections so there is representation.


	Hazel Law
Elmstead Parish Council


	Could more information on INTend be provided including who is involved, how much funding has been made available and what projects are being undertaken?
In relation to concessionary fares we do not get the availability of transport.


	Cllr. D Lines 

I am surprised that the information is not available to you as I wrote to all Parish Councils with a copy of INTend’s delivery plan and prior to that I wrote to draw attention to the website.

An undertaking was given to send the relevant documents and the website address was provided. 

http://www.in-tend.org/ 
Cllr. D Lines 

Agree that this can be an issue. People need the capability as well a the ability to use the scheme. Again as part of INTend the Rural Board will be co-ordinating a review of transport across the district.



	Rachel Baldwin
Frinton and Walton Heritage Trust
	Up to now we have been eligible for business rates transitional relief. This is now ending and this will cause us severe problems.

	K Neath
The query will be passed onto the Head of Benefits and Revenues.


	Pat Jarman
Clacton-on-Sea W.I.
	There were not enough charity stands at the late night shopping event. These are being charged £100 at big events. I have also seen a stand selling guns and knives.
	Cllr. D Lines 

The comment is noted. We will contact ECC Trading Standards and the Chamber of Commerce, who organised the late night shopping, in relation to your query.


	Elizabeth Rawlinson
Age Concern
	In October they were notified that the long awaited crossing in Carnarvon Road would be implemented later this year. Is that still the case? Also the button on the current crossing does not allow enough time to cross.
	Cllr. D Lines 

Highways are dealt with by Essex County Council but your query is noted and will be passed on for an answer.

	Iain Wicks
Federation of Small Businesses
	Did the Council have any money invested in Iceland?
Is there any plan to increase the provision to reserves?

Is the economic climate having any impact on asset values?

Is there any impact on borrowing?

LABGI is changing in the forthcoming year. Does the Council have any figures and will this funding be directed towards economic projects?

How much of the small schemes budget has been spent by Members?

Is there a process to apply for the allocation of the Service Improvement Budget and how much will be directed to economic development projects?
	Cllr. D Lines 

No.
Cllr. D Lines 

The aim is to preserve our reserves. We are not looking to increase them. They are at a sensible and comfortable level.
Cllr. D Lines 

Many of our assets are bought to hold so there is no impact from a change in value. A market is a market and assets can be exchanged for cash to use elsewhere.
Cllr. D Lines 

There is no impact. The Council has a positive cashflow and any long term borrowing would be undertaken from the Government board.

K Neath
The only figures we have seen are in the consultation document which indicates that the council would get around £80,000. This may or may not be the figure depending on the level of business rates. The proportion split between the County and the District Councils has reversed so whatever the figure it will be less than we were previously getting.
Cllr. D Lines 

Delighted with the progress on small schemes and that it has been politically applauded across the council.

It is entirely up to Members how they spend their allocation and they are answerable to their local residents.

Cllr. R Bucke

£50,000 has been spent and the list of scheme is on the website.

Cllr. D Lines 

The Service Improvement Budget is spent in line with the Council’s priorities. Regeneration is the number 1 priority so is likely to get some funding.

	J Hewes-Gardner

Shopmobility
	The Community Asset Rent Scheme has been mentioned. Is there any assistance available for private properties?
	Cllr. D Lines
The Community Asset Rent Scheme is undertaken by the Council in its role as landlord and is a small way of helping community and voluntary groups. The scheme does not provide assistance to private properties.

	Dan Casey

Jaywick Forum
	On Saturday a new forum for Jaywick will be elected which encompasses all the groups in Jaywick. Would like to think that when the new group is formed Councillor Lines will attend at a future meeting.

	Cllr. D Lines 

I take that as an invitation and am delighted to accept.


	Rachel Baldwin

Frinton and Walton Heritage Trust
	In the presentation it was mentioned that grant income is due to fall. Will this be replaced by money levered in by INTend?
	Cllr. D Lines 

INTend operates under a separate budget and therefore these figures are not reflected in the Council’s budget.

	Sarah Sapsford
Rural Community Council of Essex
	Pleased to see community led plans in the LDS. It is a good way for local communities to be involved.
	Cllr. D Lines 

Yes, it is a good opportunity for closer partnership working.

	Ben Eagle
J. W. and F.D. Eagle

Brian Thomasson

Community Voluntary Services Tendring


	Sea defences are important for the future. In the long term how do we ensure financially that we don’t let the issues slip? How do we focus the funding we do have?
The Council has had a number of sea defence schemes but the goalposts keep moving and there is now more focus on inland flooding.
	Cllr. D Lines 

The cost of the full scheme required is around £40m which is beyond our resources. The current £1.8m schemes is ‘sticking plaster’. All the agencies need to be involved – Government, DEFRA and the Environment Agency. In the short term there is a patchwork approach but we continue to lobby.
Cllr. R Bucke

There is a meeting today on Shoreline Management which Councillor Iris Johnson is attending.



	L Spinks
St Osyth Business Association
	What the grants to voluntary organisations for?
Is there anywhere I can get extra grants from?
	Cllr. D Lines 

There are two strands. Grants subcontracted to TCVS and managed by them and grant to Citizens Advice Bureau. We work closely with CAB and their work reduces benefit take-up.
Cllr. R Bucke

Councillors Talbot and Walker have made use of their small schemes budget.
Cllr. D Lines 

Will advise of the right people to contact in the Council. Although there is no guarantee that the Council can provide funding directly.
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