WARDENS REPORT 2009
I started the 2008 report by saying that it was probably the most uneventful year I had known in the backwaters, well 2009 followed on pretty much the same theme.

The colder weather at the end of 2008 continued into 2009 and again we had all the overwintering birds that we would expect. The numbers were good as reported at the end of the 2008 report but did not ever really build up to the large numbers we have seen in past winters. The Brent geese numbers were at the lowest I can remember peaking at around only 3000, going back a few years we used to have flocks of up to 12000. The raptor numbers seem to be on the increase and we are now seeing Buzzards and Peregrines more often, we had up to 11 Marsh harriers on one count along with Hen harriers, Kestrels, Sparrow hawks, a Merlin and Barn Owls, the one exception being the Short Eared Owls that we used to see often during the winter counts, these have been notable by their absence.
The Black headed gulls moved back on mass to breed again and we rung a good number again. The large Gulls also came back in slightly less numbers, again the Wildfowlers organised the egg pricking which again had a high success rate.

The Little terns went back to behaving properly this year, numbers were slightly down but they nested successfully on the Horsey sand and produced young, some even having a second brood. The sand by the barges is now a very important nest site not only for the little terns but also for the only Common terns that nest with us. The Avocets have overflowed from inside Horsey and are now using the sand along with Oystercatchers, Ring plovers, some Black headed gulls and even a couple of pairs of Lapwings.
The Barn Owls around the Backwaters did not have a very good year, a lot of the boxes had adults using them but they did not produce any young, the ones that did had small broods of ones and twos, the exception being a new box I put up at Landermere, this was occupied within a week of being put up and the pair using it successfully reared 3 young.
The Seals had another good year and numbers were over the 100 for the first time. I was called out to a number of pups on the beaches again during the late summer and autumn but only sent 3 away to the RSPCA, the Grey pup born in December 2008 did well and we had another in December 2009. I was also called out to 3 other grey pups on the beaches from Walton to Holland on sea, one of these was uplifted and sent to East Winch, none of these were born in the backwaters so we guess they are coming down from the Suffolk coast somewhere.
Following on with the uneventful theme the human usage of the backwaters was again low in comparison to other summers, we still had a lot of foreign visitors, Dutch, German and French, but numbers of local boats seemed low, this was partly due to the weather although we had a lot of sunny weekends most of them came with a brisk cold wind that kept people away, also listening to people at the marina the recession and the cost of Diesel did have an effect on people using their boats. One chap was heard to complain that he had had his boat for two years and not been able to use it due to the bad weather? Even though boat numbers seemed lower than usual those that were out and about still kept us busy by breaking down and needing assistance back to the marina and of course we had those that ran aground in the normal areas and needed assistance to refloat.
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